SPRING 2019
April 8

7 p.m — “The Four Corners and the Railroad Crossing” presented by Chief Gary Vest who is
retiring from the Powell Police Department after 23 years. The Chief describes the program as
fun and interactive. He will focus on the Powell community during the last 20 years. There will
be a PowerPoint presentation with special photos of historic interest. He tells us there is a possibility of a surprise guest and the opportunity to have a tour of the police station. Refreshments to please the Chief will be served.
This meeting will be held in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 47 Hall St.

May 13

7 p.m. — J.J. Prats, HMdb editor, Historical Marker Data Base, will give us a 12-year history
of the Historical Marker Data Base, including a map of some nearby markers, the genesis of
roadside markers, and a few words about Ohio’s brown markers.

June 10

7 p.m. — Sherry Carmichael, 6th generation Powell resident and longtime volunteer with the
Powell Liberty Historical Society, will provide the history of Hyatts, including interviews, pictures, and personal anecdotes.

1907 graduates—see page 3 for a story
on Liberty Township schools in the
early 1900s.

DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS
We are very grateful for the following:
Sherry Carmichael—“Omar” tin pie plate, Omar Bakery
Teri Morgan—Powell Ladie's Club Cookbook, 1991
Mike Frush—1950 & 1952 Powell High School Commencement Programs
Charlene Baggs—Scrapbook of Powell School &
1964 Olentangy High School information

Donna Reeves—1946 Powell High School scrapbook
and scrapbook of the Powell Fire Department compiled
by Fred (Mack) Reeves, Jr.
William Reeves—four 8-mm films photographed by
his grandfather, Fred Reeves, with footage of a coon
dog trial held at Hank Marquette's property on North
Liberty Road and other events from the 1950s and
1960s (Consider donating old home movies—see below)
⧫ Greg Russell—$25 member renewal & $75 in honor
of Vernon & Marjorie Russell ⧫ Barb Bennett LeChaix—$100 donation in memory of the Bennett Family ⧫ J J Prats The Fourth Corporation—$50 business
renewal ⧫ Jane VanFossen—$500 donation ⧫Linda &
Allen Miller—$1,000 in memory of Jo Cornish-Gerwig
& $1,000 in memory of Bob Wilhelm ⧫ Nancy

In Memoriam —
Lennox Brodeur, who served as treasurer of our Society in the early 1990s,
died on November 24, 2018, in
Eastford, Connecticut. While in Powell,
she held the position of Village Clerk.
Ethel Arndt, who was a Powell resident for
over 80 years, died on November 28, 2018 at the
age of 93. She was one of eight children of Bill
and Nelle Muladore.
Heidi Steitz, Society member and wife of President Tim Steitz, died on March 4, 2019. Heidi
was also Mackenzie and Ben’s mother and a retired Olentangy Liberty Middle School teacher.

Wade—$25 membership +$5 donation ⧫ Rebecca E.
Reuwee—$25 ⧫ Rodger A. and Carolyn S. Glenn—$35
membership + $100 donation ⧫ David and Nikki
Klein—$500 ⧫ Sunstone Hotel —Corp. Contribution
matching David and Nikki Klein

Do You Have Old Home Movies or Videos?
Will Reeves, grandson of Fred
and Rhea Reeves, recently donated digitized copies of several
home movies taken by his
grandfather that provide a window into life in Powell in the
’50s and early ’60s. The volunteers have greatly enjoyed these home movies, and they are now available
for all to see on our website (www.powellhistory.org/
videos/everyday ) or just go to the History tab and
look for Videos. In addition to those sent by Will,
there are few more and the set available is expanding.
The interest generated by Will’s movies has motivated
us to try to expand our collection. If you have old
movies or videos (8mm film, VHS cassette tape, Video8 or Hi8 cassette tape, digital 8 tape) with content

that would be of general interest, and you are willing
to loan the material to us for short time, we will digitize the footage and return the original to you plus a
digitized copy. In exchange, you grant us the right to
include the digitized material in our collection of artifacts and on our website.
We reserve the right to return without processing any
materials that are not of general interest or not in a
physical condition suitable for processing or are in a
format that we cannot process.
If you have such materials and are willing to help us
with this project, send a note to
info@powellhistory.org describing the content and
quantity of the material, and we will contact you with
instructions for sending us the materials.

History Page
Liberty Township Schools and the
Boxwell Law – Part I

fy the students’ qualifications and increase access to
high school for qualified students.

This essay was motivated by the photo labeled
“1904 Hyatts Boxwell Graduates” that is on display in
the Library of the Martin Perry House. The young women in the photo are dressed in elegant white dresses and
fancy hair bows suggesting that the Boxwell graduation
was a notable event. But why were they called
“Boxwell” graduates and what distinguished a Boxwell
graduate from other graduates? Answering these questions led to a review of some of the rapid changes in
Ohio education that took place around the turn of the last
century, and tracing how changes that took place in Liberty Township directly paralleled changes in Ohio education law.

The Boxwell exam was Ohio’s first proficiency exam
and passage of the exam was intended to guarantee access to high school at no direct cost to the student. Students took the exam at the end of the 8 grade at roughly
14 years of age and received their Boxwell diploma at
that time. The Boxwell diploma was a credential for
admission to high school and was not related to the high
school diploma. A student was not required to take the
exam only if she/he wanted to pursue the high
school access benefits entitled by passage.
th

The Boxwell exam was mandated by the “Boxwell Law”
that was in effect from 1892 through 1914. The law was
introduced by Alexander Boxwell, a graduate of Ohio
Wesleyan, who represented Warren County in the Ohio
House of Representatives from 1890 to 1899 and served
as speaker from 1894 to 1896. After leaving Wesleyan,
he taught in common schools for 16 years, an experience
that most certainly led to an understanding of the lack of
opportunity for rural students to attend school beyond the
primary grades and the tremendous variability in the content and quality of education at the time.
“Common Schools” was the label applied to public
schools in the 19th century and early parts of the
20th. Boxwell introduced H. B. No. 14 on Jan. 5, 1892,
the second day of the 70th General Assembly, and it became the “Boxwell Law” effective March 22, 1892, less
than three months after the bill’s introduction. The law
appears in the 1893 version of “Ohio School Laws” published by the State Commissioner of Common Schools to
serve as guidance for school officials. The name derived
from the “Common School Movement” of the early
1800s that advocated for free public education for all
regardless of wealth or social position.
The 1893 version of the law had four sections, which in
summary required county school examiners to hold examinations at the end of the 8th grade covering a defined
set of subjects. Students who passed the exam could enter any high school in the county with tuition paid by
their home district. There were additional conditions in
the law addressing administrative matters and commencement requirements. There were also ambiguities in
the law that were addressed with revisions nearly every
session of the Ohio legislature while the law was in effect. The objectives, however, were consistent – to certi-

Hyatt’s Boxwell Grads

At the time of the law’s passage, Ohio had a variety of
school districts – city, village, township, sub districts
(districts within townships), and special districts
(everything that did not fit into the main categories).
While the language was ambiguous, the law was intended to apply to the township and smaller districts. Enterprising families tried to use the law to select the school
that their child would attend. School boards also tried to
avoid paying the tuition called for in the law, often by
creating high schools in their district that by any measure should not have been called high schools. Lawsuits
and rulings by the attorney general followed as did numerous revisions that added administrative specificity
to the law.
The Commissioner of Common Schools stated in his
report for the 1898-99 school year that the law had positive effect, but the discrepancy between the township
schools and city schools was still large. For each student in the township districts that attended high school,
10 children from the city or village districts attended.
Continued on page 4

Continued from page 3

The same report pointed out ambiguity in the law that allowed a Boxwell graduate to attend another school when her
home district operated a school. It also pointed out the lack
of common exam questions and grading standards. Exam
difficulty and the required grade for passing varied from
county to county. These problems were addressed with the
Patterson Law, also referred to as the Boxwell-Patterson
Law, enacted March 28, 1902, after Mr. Boxwell had left
the legislature. The permissive “may” was replaced by
“shall” in the clause addressing payment of tuition. The student’s home district had to pay the tuition of qualified students to attend any high school in the state consistent with
distance-based conditions written into the law. The subjects
examined remained nearly the same throughout the period
the law was in effect, but exam construction was centralized,
passing scores were standardized, and the logistics of granting diplomas were simplified over time.
The tuition mandate of the Boxwell law, and especially
the unambiguous mandate of the Boxwell - Patterson
law, had the effect of motivating districts to start high
schools - perhaps to provide opportunities for their students,
or, perhaps to avoid paying the tuition of their Boxwell
graduates. The one fact that is clear is that there was no legal definition of the term “high school” at the turn of the
19th century and the quality of many of the new schools
was very dubious. Curriculum content, total hours of instruction, and requirements for graduation were all highly
variable. The Commissioner complained that he was regularly called upon to mediate disputes about the definition of
a high school when a district was requested to pay Boxwell
tuition.
The term “high school” was defined in Ohio law effective
April 1900 but binding implementation did not occur until the 1902-03 school year. The definition incorporated
three categories. A first-grade high school, closest to what
we now consider a high school, required at least four years

of study, 32 weeks/year and a minimum of 16 courses. A second-grade high school required at least three
years of study, 32 weeks/year and a minimum of 12
courses. A third-grade high school required at least two
years of study, 28 weeks/year and a minimum of eight
courses. The law mandated that a district had to certify
the curriculum and length of study not later than the
start of the 1902-03 school year, the same as the effective date of the Patterson Law. If a high school was not
certified, it could not receive tuition for BoxwellPatterson graduates, and it was required to pay tuition
for its students to attend an accredited school. The
Boxwell-Patterson law was adjusted to address the various combinations needed to guarantee admission of
Boxwell graduates to first-grade high schools.
By all accounts, the Boxwell exam was difficult. A sampling of results by county presented in the commissioners’ reports show a passing rate of roughly 50 percent. If you would like to test yourself, a copy of a
booklet containing all questions used after the Patterson
version went into effect is available from History/
Historical Reports section our website (https://
www.powellhistory.org/Reports/Reports ). Some of
these questions occasionally appear on the web as intellectual challenges, e.g., “Can You Pass This 8th Grade
Spelling Test from 1904” https://
www.intellectualtakeout.org/blog/can-you-pass-8thgrade-spelling-test-1904 .
All sections of the Boxwell-Patterson law were removed
from the Ohio Code in 1914 when Ohio implemented a
major reorganization of education. The last Boxwell
exams were given in the spring of 1914.
(to be continued in the Summer Newsletter)
 Allen Miller

Village Academy Wax Museum
The class projects at our local private school continued this year
on March 8, and four of the Wednesday volunteers at the historical society enjoyed “meeting” famous Ohioans, inventors and
authors such as Neil Armstrong, Tecumseh, Victoria Woodhull,
Jack Nicklaus, and Nikola Tesla who performed experiments as
he spoke. For those unfamiliar with the school’s “wax museum,”
students conduct research, prepare note cards and displays, and
then speak and dress to represent the individual chosen or assigned. Coins and sometimes dollar bills are put into cups each
one has by their display, and for many years, the Powell Liberty
Historical Society has been the very fortunate recipient of this
project.

Shivan gave an outstanding report
on Mahatma Gandhi.

Winter 2019 Program Summary
December—Some PLHS volunteers participated in the “Holidays in Powell” event by
passing out cookies and encouraging a stop
at the beautifully decorated Martin Perry
House for a tour. Thanks to Sherry Carmichael and Linda Miller who passed out the
cookies and to Marge Bennett and Marilyn
Batin for giving tours of the house. It was a
fun day in Powell, and a nice kick off for
the holiday season.
February—Mike Frush, CPA, Powell resident, President of Columbus Historical Society and Columbus history buff took us
down the “Road to Capital City.” Mike’s
Holidays in Powell
interesting presentation covered Columbus
history from prehistoric times, through the pioneer period, to the creation of Columbus as the Capital City, and things in between.
With interest piqued, we are organizing a tour of the Columbus Historical Society with Mike as a private tour guide. Let us know if you are
interested in joining us.
March—“WW II Letters Home,” presented by Linda Foster, Ohio na-

tive, retired teacher, and history buff from
Worthington. Linda shared with us a compilation of more than 100 letters sent home
from her father’s cousin, Bob Lash, during
WW II, 1942-1945. From these letters we
experienced a
firsthand account of
a soldier’s life and
what was happening in the world at
the time. Included
were pictures, maps
and other images
from home and
overseas during the
war. Participants
were encouraged to Linda Foster
bring letters, pictures, mementos and stories
of their own families to share.
Providing interesting historical programs for
the Powell community is one of the Historical Society’s goals. Please let us know if you
have program suggestions. We welcome
new ideas.

Recipes
Thank you to Linda Foster, our March program speaker, for sharing
some delicious cookies made from WW II recipes. Several asked for the
recipes. Please find one of these below. The other recipes can be found
on our website ( http://powellhistory.org/ ). Go to Past Programs under the Programs and Tours menu. Linda
Foster is at the top of the list. Click the Summary and Photos link on the right side and the link to recipes is at
the bottom of the page that opens (WW II Cookie Recipes).

Soft Molasses cookies
3 C. sifted Swans Down Cake flour

1 C. sugar

1 ½ tsp. soda

1 egg, unbeaten

½ tsp. salt

½ C. molasses

1 tsp. ginger

1 C. sour milk or buttermilk

1 ½ tsp. cinnamon

½ tsp. vanilla

½ c shortening
Sift flour once, measure, add soda, salt, and spices, and sift together three times. Cream shortening, add sugar
gradually, creaming again until light and fluffy. Add egg and beat well; then add molasses. Add vanilla. Chill 1
to 2 hours, or until firm enough to hold shape. Drop from teaspoon on lightly greased baking sheet, placing 2
inches apart. Bake in hot oven (400 degrees) 13-15 minutes, or until done. Makes 6 dozen cookies.

2019-2020 Dues
Dues for the 2019 fiscal year are due June 30, 2019. To ensure that your dues and contribution are properly credited, please complete the membership form below and forward the form with your check to PO Box
385, Powell, OH 43065. Your continued support is very much appreciated.
PLHS is a 501(c)(3) organization and your contributions are tax deductible.

Renew, Join for the First Time, or Make a Donation
Please help our mission by sending your check today. Your generous contributions will be tax deductible as donations to an IRS recognized 501-C3 non-profit organization. Thank you.
--------------------------- Please detach and return with your check --------------------------Name______________________________________
email____________________________________
Mailing address _________________________________________________________

Annual Membership Dues
$35 Family

$25 Individual

$50 Business Member

$___________

Lifetime Membership $250

$___________

House Restoration

$___________

Donation

$___________

In Memory Of _____________________________________________

$___________

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$__________

Powell Liberty Historical Society  P.O. Box 385  103 E. Olentangy St.  Powell, Ohio 43065-0385

The Powell Liberty Historical Society is an all-volunteer organization
and is not the same as the Historic Downtown Advisory Commission.
The society receives no government funding and appreciates all donations and support.

