SPRING 2020
Due to the current Coronavirus Pandemic, the April program has been postponed and will
be rescheduled.
All other programs are also subject to cancellation. Check the website, powellhistory.org, and
email for updates.
April 13

The 1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic, presented by Dr. Alice Frazier, retired MD,
and volunteer for the Delaware County Historical Society, Delaware League of
Women Voters, and Citizens Climate Lobby. Dr. Frazier will give us the story
of the 1918 influenza pandemic, better known as the Spanish flu, one of the
deadliest epidemics in human history. Included will be the pandemic’s rela tionship
to WWI, why it happened, and if it could happen again. This program is especially
timely in view of the current Coronavirus epidemic impacting the world.

May 11

A look at Ohio Historic Barns, presented by Dan Troth, Vice President, Friends of
Ohio Barns. Dan will tell us about the formation of the Friends of Ohio Barns, a non
-profit organization whose mission is to promote awareness of the significance of
Ohio’s historic barns. Featured will be the story of the passage in 2018 of SB 86, the
Ohio Barn Bill, making the barn the official architectural symbol of Ohio. Dan’s
testimony and the work of four Westerville school students were instrumental in its
passage.

June 8

A Trip Down Memory Lane with Don Bell. Don will share with us interesting
stories about growing up in Powell. Come prepared to reminisce with Don and
share your own stories about life in Powell.

July 13

Walking Tour of Downtown Powell with Sherry Carmichael, longtime Powell
resident.

August 10

Walking Tour of Downtown Powell. At the request of many, there will be a
second walking tour with Sherry this year. If you miss the first one in July,
you will have another opportunity in August.

Delaware County Foundation Grants
We are very pleased to announce that the Powell Liberty Historical Society is the recipient of
two grants administered by the Delaware
County Foundation. The Sabatino Family
Fund, in response to our proposal to the Foundation’s Community Grants Program, has
funded a grant that will enable needed maintenance and repairs at the Martin-Perry House.
We also received an unrestricted grant funded
by the Jack and Jane Van Fossen fund that we
will also use for repairs.
For many years the biggest maintenance need
at the Martin-Perry House was repair of the
siding on the west wall of the house that had badly deteriorated leaving the infrastructure exposed to the
weather. This repair was accomplished with funding provided by a 2017 Delaware County Foundation
grant and donations from the membership. The grant and funded improvements were reported in newsletters at the time. Unplanned furnace and air conditioning system failures in 2018 and 2019 resulted in
expenses in excess of our maintenance budget forcing other maintenance needs to be deferred.
The current grants, plus the generosity of our membership, will allow us to address several very important items on our deferred maintenance list. These are, specifically, to 1) replace two kitchen doors,
one of which is very badly deteriorated, and both of which are not weather tight; 2) replace rusted-out
gutters and downspouts that currently pour water onto the exterior walls, and 3) clean and paint the metal roof to prevent further deterioration.
The existing gutters have rusted completely through in several places which allows water to run down
the walls. If left unattended, additional siding and trim damage will certainly occur. Presently the metal
roof is in generally good condition, but rust spots are beginning to appear in several locations and must
be treated and painted to avoid significantly more expensive repairs in the future. Finally, the two kitchen doors must be replaced. One has rotted and been attacked by insects to the point that the panels and
stiles are no longer rigidly connected. This door can no longer be opened creating a safety hazard. The
second door is in better condition, but neither is weather tight and replacing both will maintain the aesthetic value and provide badly needed weather protection.
We are most grateful for these grants that will enable completion of much needed maintenance and prevent further deterioration. Prerequisite trim repair and window glazing was partially completed last fall
and will be completed this spring with funding from the membership for which we are also very grateful. As you probably can imagine, the list of maintenance needs for a 131-year-old structure never gets
shorter. It is only through the generosity of the Delaware County Foundation, and especially the Van
Fossen family, the Sabatino family, and our members, that we can continue to maintain the property. If
you would like to contribute to this ongoing quest, or to any of the programs of the Society, you can be
sure that your donation will be appreciated and will be used consistent with your wishes.
 Allen Miller, Treasurer

DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS
We are very grateful for the following:

Steve & Amy Pope Harmon—Framed watercolor picture of Johnny Jones residence on Olentangy
River Road, framed certificate from Columbus Jr.
Chamber of Commerce to Johnny Jones Oct. 2,
1947, framed certificate from S.E. Regional Council Membership to Johnny Jones May 25, 1953
Ruth (Bunny) Wells—Postcards of the Dr. Campbell Residence, West Powell Road; the
“Monument on the Hill” Powell School; and theKirkpatrick Residence, West Olentangy Street
Elizabeth (Sue) Martin Heston—Booklet of Hyatts School Alumni; photo of Hyatts School, photo
of Hyatts School with pupils; and photocopy of
W.B. McCloud, John Thomas, & Dr Charles Talley (hunting)
On Loan – Shayne Pendleton is sharing Boy
Scout items containing uniforms, books, trophies,
and photos of Powell Boy Scout troop #207, circa
1960-70. Shayne’s father, John was Scout
Master. Items are currently on display with other
society Scout items.

Business Memberships
Jose & Phyllis A. Prats
Individual Memberships
Jill King, Donna Reeves, Scott Wittich, William
Kramer, Greg Russell, Betty Schuette
Life Memberships
Sherri Mason Pinkney, Barbara Teague
Donations
Delaware County Foundation (Ron Sabatino
Family Fund), $4,000 for Martin-Perry House
(MPH) maintenance and repairs; Anonymous,
$50 in memory of Herman Mason; Marcia
McEvoy, $100 for MPH gardens; Nikki & David Klein, $500; Jill King, $1,000 for MPH
maintenance and repairs; Anonymous, $5,000,
for MPH maintenance and repairs; Sunstone
Hotel TRS Lessee Inc. (Match of Nikki & David Klein Donation), $500; Susan R. & Bruce
Soper, $100; Delaware County Foundation
(Jack and Jane Van Fossen Fund), $1000; Donna Reeves, $25; Eugene Anderson, $50; William Kramer, $110; Greg Russell, $125 in
memory of Vernon and Marjorie Russell; Amazon Smile, $7

In Memoriam
Eugene M. Brim — December, 9,
2019, "Gene" was the son of Hazel
Martin Evans and Lloyd Brim and the
grandson of Mary and Albert Martin.
Reba Converse —January 29, 2020
Judith Hall Kramer —January 4,
2020
Dr. Harry E. Riggs —January 11,
2020

The 1920-21 Powell High School girls’ high school basketball team. See
more on Powell history 100 years ago on page 5.

SPECIAL SPEAKING OPPORTUNITIES & HOUSE TOURS
We are pleased that the newly produced Powell Walking
Tour video has had two showings in the past three months.
The residents of Powell Senior Living viewed it on December 5 and the Olentangy Rotary viewed it on January 30.
Both groups seemed to really enjoy it and commented that
it was “professional and well done.” We hope to continue
to share this with other groups and local business owners.
Though Christmas seems a vague memory already, we
were pleased to offer an open house of the decorated Martin-Perry House for visitors and tours on December 7.
Members also attended the “Christmas In Powell” activities
that day at City Hall passing out cookies with our web address and encouraging visits to the Society. Thanks to
Charlene Baggs and Abbie Ogilbee for being our ambassadors that day, and for members that supplied the treats.
Speaking of Abbie, our Girl Scout Gold Award seeker, she
planned and led a tour and open house at the Martin-Perry
House on February 2. This was a deliberate outreach to
middle and high school students to introduce them and interest them in local history. It was a successful start to her
project plan. We look forward to more from Abbie and her
friends.
And, more about Scouts! On January 15, we hosted an
open house for 11 Cub Scouts from Pack #248, second
graders from Tyler Run Elementary School.
On January 24, Sherry Carmichael had the opportunity to

provide a program, “Past, Present & Future,” for six firstgrade classes at Olentangy’s Heritage Elementary
School. This program takes a trip backwards through
time, starting with life as the student lives it today, and
traveling back in time stopping at the 1950-60s, late
1800s-turn of the 20th century, and early 1800s. Objects
are placed on a table in front of pictures of three persons
depicting the three time periods. This is a fun and interesting way to introduce history to children who have very
little of their own!
Right on time for Valentine’s Day, we were invited on
February 13 to share our Victorian Valentine program for
residents at “The Inn at Olentangy Trail.” This program
highlights the history of Valentine’s Day, Esther Allen
Howland, the Mother of the American Valentine, and
valentines from the society’s collection. The program
also includes information concerning Victorian calling
cards.
We are proud to report that our organization has been
chosen as a project for a Columbus State English student.
Katie Hinz visited the Martin-Perry House on February
27 for a tour and information concerning the PowellLiberty Historical Society as a nonprofit organization.
Her project will be concluded in March and will be presented at a reception in March with other students and
their project topics. This is wonderful exposure and advertisement for our society.

 Sherry Carmichael

Winter Programs Summary
February 10, 2020

Abbie Ogilbee and
Gavin Bull, both
Powell high school
students and active
in the Scouting
program since early childhood, gave
us an overview of the basics of Scouting. In addition,
they shared a description of what they are currently
working on as they seek the highest level of Scouting, the Gold Award for Abbie and Eagle for Gavin.
Both have given of their time to Powell Liberty Historical Society. Gavin’s troop helped with many out-

side projects at the Martin-Perry House last summer,
and Abbie is currently offering activities and tours of
the Martin-Perry House for other teens in the area.
We are honored to have such fine students in our
community and congratulate them on their dedication to serving their neighbors through the scouting
program.
March 9, 2020
In March, PLHS had an interesting visit with President and Mrs.
Abraham Lincoln. Robert and
Barbara Brugler, historians and
presenters, took us, in character,
into the past and gave us a picture of living in the White House
during President Lincoln’s days.
Included were Lincoln’s experiences in DC, his social life, family life, and a tad bit of politics.

History page
100 Years Ago in Powell
Powell has changed so much even in the 20 years I have lived
here. It is hard to imagine what life was like in Powell 100 years
ago. There are no population figures for Powell in 1920 because
it was not incorporated until 1947. That year the population was
estimated at less than 400 residents. Recently, we searched our
files at the Martin Perry House for information and photos
showing what life was like here around 1920.
According to the 1920-1921 class annual, The Oriole, there
were six students in the high school graduating class from Powell. Powell School, built in 1911, stood on the hill across from
the Martin Perry House, where it housed all twelve grades until
1953 when the Olentangy High School opened. It continued to
house elementary
students until the
building was demolished in 1977.
Starting in 1917,
rural students were
picked up by a motorized, rather than
a
horse-drawn,
school bus. The
1920-21 school yearbook also contained a photo of a girls’ high
school basketball team.
Many national events were unfolding in 1920 that would have
affected life locally. The 18th Amendment, which prohibited the
sale of alcohol, had recently been passed. However, there were
no bars or even restaurants in Powell at the time to sell alcohol.
Powell now has the Prohibition Gastro Pub with a mural showing what downtown Columbus looked like during Prohibition.
The 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote was enacted in August of 1920. I am wondering if Mary Martin, living in
what we now call the Martin Perry House, voted that November,
when Warren G. Harding from Marion handily defeated Ohio
Governor James Cox for the U.S. presidency.
Many of us are now receiving instructions in the mail for submitting the 2020 U.S. Census online. The 1920 census shows
Mary Martin was a widow, age 57 (her husband Albert had died
at age 63 in 1915). Also, in her household was an unmarried
daughter, Rhea, age 19, and a granddaughter Mildred, only 7.
Mildred’s mother Hazel was widowed and had just married
Lloyd Brim in 1920, and the census showed them in a separate
household at the time. Mary listed her occupation as a farmer,
although, with her husband dead five years, life must have been
difficult for her. We know she did make dresses for a doll factory to bring in extra income. Mary and Albert’s second daughter,
Helen, had married William Dixon, a farmer in Liberty township, and they welcomed a third child, James, that year.
The Spanish flu epidemic, which started in 1918, had just come
to an end in December of 1920. I could not find statistics on the
number of influenza deaths in the county, but our planned April

program was on this topic, and we hope to put the program
notes on our website soon. I was able to find on the Delaware
Memory website an article from the January 22, 1920, Sunbury News saying that because of a smallpox epidemic,
schools and public gatherings had been suspended while residents got vaccinated. The newspaper reported that everyone
was complaining of sore arms.
Downtown Powell has changed quite a bit in the last 100
years. In 1920, Claude Gardner operated a confectionery and
print shop at 16 W.
Olentangy
St.,
which also served
as a post office.
This is now a dog
grooming studio.
Dr. Charles Talley
served the Liberty
Township community for over 50
years, and was a
well-known diagnostician and a state legislator. His home still
stands at the corner of West Olentangy and Hall Streets. In the
1920s, the Kibbey family operated a boarding house at 22 S.
Liberty St., which is now a coffee shop/Internet café. They
offered transport for boarders to the CD&M Interurban
(Columbus, Delaware & Marion) on U.S. 23.
Bill Slack still operated a blacksmith
shop in town. Harry Weinstock’s
Barber Shop and Pool Room sponsored an ad in the back of the 192021 Oriole class annual. Later in the
1920s when horses and buggies gave
way to automobiles, Weinstock
opened a Chevrolet dealership on
North Liberty Street. It was said
that when “you bought a new car,
you took it down the Powell Hill. If
it would go back up the hill with no
trouble, you bought it.”
Probably the most visited shop in
town was the Sharp and Canfield Hardware Store, which was
torn down in 2007 for Jeni’s Splendid Ice Cream building.
Several generations operated the store, which was open from
7:30 a.m. until 9 p.m., recalled Jean Canfield Kirkham. It sold
many tools, implements and all kinds of feed and seed for the
area’s many farmers. It was a real trading post with locals exchanging information and gossip as well. Kids stopped in to
see what toys they could put on their Christmas lists for Santa.
Many of the items mentioned in this article are on display at
the Powell Library, which unfortunately is closed until the
coronavirus threat is over. A hundred years from now I wonder if someone will be writing about our current crisis and
how it affected life in Powell in 2020?


Marilyn Battin
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