WINTER 2020-21
December

Planned participation in the “Holidays in Powell” event and Martin-Perry House tours
have been cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic.

January

No scheduled program

February 8

“One Hundred Miles Downstream”— presented by Brett Carmichael, Architectural
Historian. The Portsmouth, Ohio, “100 Mile House” is designated on the National
Registration of Historic Places. Learn how the property received its moniker, the connection to Ohio River navigation, and its surprising connection to Delaware County.

March 8

History of the Spanish Flu — presented by Alice Frazier. The retired MD and Delaware County Historical Society volunteer will give us the story of the 1918 influenza
pandemic, better known as the Spanish Flu, one of the deadliest epidemics in human
history. Included will be the pandemic's relationship to WWI, why it happened, and if
it could happen again.

Until further notice, all programs will be prerecorded and streamed
at the scheduled program time. After that, it will be available for
view on the website, powellhistory.org

Delaware County Foundation Grants
The 2019 Delaware County Foundation grants funded by the Sabatino Family Fund and
the Jack and Jane Van Fossen Fund were described in previous editions of the newsletter. The grants, along with the donations from the membership, were used for painting
the roof, replacing the kitchen doors, and replacing the rusted gutters of the Martin Perry House. Gutter replacement, the last of the work to be completed, was finished in
September.
We are pleased to report that our 2020 Grant Proposal has been funded by the Delaware
County Foundation. The Foundation’s proposal program was expedited this year, and
we learned in September, about three months earlier than normal, that our proposal to
add storm windows to the Martin-Perry House was approved with funding from the
Jack and Jane Van Fossen Fund. Four thousand dollars was provided to partially cover
the cost of purchasing and installing storm windows on the house.
As you know, the Martin-Perry House is a 131-year-old structure with all of the maintenance issues of a structure of that age. The house has 23 double hung windows, all
original to 1889. The windows are single pane, not energy efficient, with deteriorating
sashes. UV treatments that were installed on the interior surfaces of the windows several years ago to protect the artifacts and period furnishings are also failing. Re-glazing
of the windows was recently completed but the original sashes are fragile and are deteriorating. Without prompt attention the sashes would have to be replaced, an expensive
proposition if the character of the house is to be preserved. As an alternative, we proposed to add unobtrusive energy efficient storm windows with built in UV protection to
the original double hung windows to protect them from the elements and stop, or significantly slow, additional deterioration. We are grateful to the Delaware County Foundation and the Jack and Jane Van Fossen Fund for providing a significant portion of the
funds needed to prevent further deterioration and the need for far more expensive repairs or replacement in the relatively near future. We are happy to report that the
storms were ordered earlier this fall and just arrived. Installation will be completed before the end of the year.
We are most grateful for the grants and the generous donations from the membership
that have funded these important maintenance projects. As has been said before, the list
of maintenance needs for a 131-year-old structure never gets shorter, and it is only
through the support of the Delaware County Foundation and its donors and our members that we can continue to maintain the property.
The Powell Liberty Historical Society has no paid staff and is 100% operated and maintained by volunteers. We receive no local, state, or federal government funding. I hope
that we can count on your continued support – we depend on it. Your donations are appreciated and 100% of every contribution is used to support the society in accordance
with your wishes.
 Allen Miller, Treasurer

DONATIONS

Fall Clean-up

We are very grateful for the following:
Carole Wilhelm—Orange Road Bridge Task
Force file; Oct 5, 2010 Weller & Associates Archaeological Survey for Liberty Township
Christy Courter Ealy—1918 unframed photo of
Powell School with students in front of the building; 1947 photo of Mayor Frank Bayles and Council members being sworn in as first Powell Mayor
and Council; photo of Powell Mayor Frank Bayles
and Ohio Gov. Thomas Herbert at the July 17,
1948 Streetlighting celebration; photo of Ohio
Gov. Thomas Herbert switching the Powell streetlights on.
Kay Harris—Framed portrait of
Liberty Township pioneer James
Thomas, area stonemason, and
of Bridgett Thomas,
an Irish mail order
bride and second wife
of James Thomas

There was new help from the Powell Women’s
Club who met on October 28 and raked 36 bags of
leaves. Powell Area Garden Club members put the
“beds to rest,” and Board Member Terry Burga
did power washing of the trellis and sidewalk. Appreciation to the many who are not named for their
work!

MEMBERSHIPS &
MONETARY DONATIONS
Family Memberships—Arthur Brodeur; Linda &
Robert Lakemacher; Ronald & Judy Gardner; Dixon
& Virginia Buehler
Individual Memberships—Shayne Pendleton; Terence Burga; Marilyn Andrews; Charlene Baggs
Family Life Membership—Deanna & Mark Rush
Business Memberships—Tim & Fran Sherman;
Thomas W. Coffey
Donations—Arthur Brodeur $100, $50 in memory of
Lennox R. Brodeur, $50 in recognition of Marge
Bennett for her 34 Years of Service; Jane Van Fossen
(Delaware County Foundation) $4,000 for MPH
Maintenance and Repairs; Grace M. Adams $250 in
memory of Craig and Louise Carmichael; Charlene
Baggs $5; Amazon Smile $10

Jean Perry Kirkham Shaw, on the
right in the photo above, and sitting
in the chair in the photo at right

In Memoriam
Jean Perry Kirkham Shaw, born in 1928,
died in Battle Creek, Mich., on October 30.
She was the last remaining of Mary and
Erwin Perry’s six children.

Program Summary
We’re happy to report that we are able to proceed
with our monthly programs virtually through
streaming. It is not ideal, but under the coronavirus
pandemic restrictions, we need to consider other
options until we can meet safely face to face again.
We will continue to offer programs in this manner
until further notice.

In September, for the third year, professional reenactor RJ Basista set up a frontier encampment on
the lawn of the Martin-Perry house. This year, he
was joined by three other fellow re-enactors. It was
fun to gather around the campfire on Friday evening and spend the day Saturday learning about the
frontier life.

Volunteer Opportunity
If you’re handy with a paint brush and roller, we have
a volunteer opportunity for you. Installation of the
new doors in the kitchen of the Martin-Perry House,
described in previous newsletters, plus repair of ceiling
damage caused by a since-repaired roof leak has left the
kitchen ceiling and trim in need of a new coat of paint.
If you have the skills and are looking for an opportunity to help, please contact us at info@powellhistory.org
or leave a message at 614-848-6210.

October brought us
a trip down memory
lane as we learned
about the “story behind the stories” of
vintage children’s
literature series.
Linda Foster took us
behind the scenes to
learn how their popularity was conceived and how for
many years these teen super sleuths have captured our interest in series books such as Nancy
Drew and Hardy Boys. It was especially interesting to those of us who have fond memories of
reading these books in our own youth.
In November, to honor Veteran’s Day, Gretchen
Curtis shared with us the role knitting played in
WW I and II as many men, women, and children—holding down the home front—supported
the
troops
by knitting
warm
garments
for
them.
Every
spare moment was devoted to knitting to meet the
demand. Knitters in the United States and abroad
joined the movement.

Memories of my Father, Richard Andrews
May 8, 1920–October 9, 1977
My father would have been 100 years old in 2020 during the
Coronavirus pandemic. It is ironic that he was born in Powell, Ohio in 1920 just after the Spanish flu pandemic when
Powell's population was around 350. When he graduated
from Powell High School class of five in 1938 its population
was still around 350. But the impact he had on this small
town was much greater than its size.
My father had been working at Jeffries
Manufacturing Co in Columbus, where
his father also worked, until he enlisted in
the US Army in 1941. He never made it
home from boot camp before Pearl Harbor
was attacked; he was immediately shipped
to the South Pacific. I only know that he
was in New Guinea and the Philippines,
because he could never talk about those
times of horror. I know that he was a medic, received a Silver Star for valor saving
several men while under heavy attack,
and that he contracted malaria. I rememRichard, in cap and
ber his bouts of fevers and chills when I
gown, March 17,
1950, graduation day was a child. He did mention an R&R in
Australia. He had written letters throughout the war which never had anything cut from them, because
he carefully used his literary skills to describe scenery without giving away details and locations. After the war ended in
1945 he finally made it home to Powell by volunteering on a
hospital boat. He had represented Powell well in the war effort.
The GI Bill allowed him to
attend Ohio State University
where he studied horticulture, graduating in the class
of 1950. This was no small
accomplishment given his
recurring malaria, the death
of his mother Bertha Colvin
Andrews in 1947, my birth in
1948, and the death of his father Ray Andrews in 1949. I remember seeing him continue to study his college books during the winters, so that he would be able to solve any problem plants displayed and to be able to answer questions customers asked. He was my role model.
When I was in junior high school my father was awarded “Powell Man of the Year.” I was very proud that he
was recognized for starting Powell's Cub Scout Pack for
my brother who was eight. He had also started a baseball
league for my brother, which led to the new baseball and
sports field in town. I remember the team fit into the
back of his pickup truck for away games, because I was
the scorekeeper.
Our family was active in Powell Methodist Church and my
father even taught my brother's Sunday school class when
nobody else wanted to handle that group of active boys. I had
wanted gardening included in 4-H besides the usual sewing
and cooking projects, so he was my advisor. Throughout
those years as my father worked with my brother and me, he
also made a difference in our friends' lives.

During those times
my father always
volunteered to help
others. I remember
he helped with
lambing on my
great uncle's farm
on Home Rd after
Uncle Charlie's
stroke. My brother
recalls going with
him on those cold
Richard R. Andrews with son, Richard A. nights whenever
ewes had seemed
Andrews, and daughter, Linda Andrews
ready to deliver.
One summer my father drove us to our uncle's farm in Radnor every day to help with the farm work after Uncle Glenn's
surgery. My dad helped my aunt milk the herd of about thirty
Holsteins twice a day. We also helped with all the farm
chores, which was an interesting experience for us kids from
town.
When my brother Richard and I were still in our twenties our
father lost the use of his right arm which seemed to be related
to an injury.
After months of
rehabilitation
and not much
progress he
noticed problems with his
left arm. After
many tests at
the hospital,
eliminating other possibilities,
the result was
Left to right, A. Ray Andrews, Bertha Colvin
ALS, commonly
Andrews, Richard R. Andrews, Velma Lou
called Lou GehAndrews, and Louise Colvin
rig disease. He
had been training my brother to take over his job. He did not
have an entire year to take him through all the seasons, but
talked him through and gave him his college books. He
would have been so proud of my brother's forced poinsettias
that Christmas. What a teacher. It was not a problem for me
to take my father home with me when he could no longer
care for himself. I quickly rented a hospital bed which I put
into my young childrens' playroom, where they kept him
company and he still told them stories even though he couldn't turn pages of a book. ALS progressed quickly. After he
died the National ALS Assoc asked me to fill out a survey
for their research. I could answer yes to almost all the questions, mostly due to his army and war years. He had been in
the South Pacific tropics, had malaria, smoked, and he
worked with chemicals.
Every time I help someone, especially listen and give advice,
I think of my father and imagine him speaking. His legacy is
remarkable.
 Linda Andrews Miller
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