SUMMER 2021
All the summer programs for 2021 are walking tours, led by Sherry Carmichael, Powell’s 6th generation resident, and Powell Liberty Historical Society’s longtime volunteer. Is there a better way to learn
more about the Powell community than to go on a summer evening stroll with Sherry?
Reservations are required to control the number of participants. The number will be limited to 15 so
that everyone can hear and see the speaker.
Reservations can be made at www.powellhistory.org, emailing info@powellhistory.org, or by
leaving a message at 614-889-6210.
Below are the dates of each event with the date reservations start in parentheses.
June 14, 2021—Walking tour of the Powell Cemetery (Reservations active May 31)
July 12, 2021—Walking Tour of Downtown Powell (Reservations active June 28)
August 9, 2021—Walking Tour of Downtown Powell (Reservations active July 26)
Sherry will lead us through the cemetery, highlighting graves of many original Powell residents who
had an influence on the development of the Powell community. An added fun activity will be a scavenger hunt in the cemetery.
On the downtown tours, Sherry will share historical information and interesting anecdotes about several buildings in Powell as we stroll slowly through town.
For all tours, we will gather at the Martin Perry House, 103 East Olentangy Street at the intersection
of Grace Drive. We will leave promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Following the tours, we will return to the house for refreshments and socializing.

2021-2022 Dues
Dues for the 2021 fiscal year are due June 30, 2021. To ensure that your dues and contributions are properly
credited, please complete the membership form included with this newsletter and forward the form with your
check to PO Box 385, Powell, OH 43065.
A special thanks to all who have already renewed for the coming year and to those who have so generously
contributed to the Society. Your support in all forms is much appreciated.
PLHS is a 501(c)(3) organization, and your dues and contributions are tax deductible.

Spring Programs
Summary
Spring 2021 found us still under certain pandemic
restrictions, so we were not able to meet in person,
but rather virtually via pre-recorded programs for
viewing later. Judging by many positive comments
and seeing that many have viewed the program videos, we are pleased that they have been successful
in keeping PLHS programs active through this difficult time. Many thanks to Allen Miller who did
the recording and editing in preparation for viewing.
In April, Dan
Troth, VP
Friends of
Ohio Barns,
shared with us
many before
and after photos of current
barn restorations throughout the state, as
well as some
An early barn raising
interesting old
photos of past barn raisings and preservations. Also
featured was the story of the passage in 2018, of
the Ohio Barn Bill, making the barn the official ar-

chitectural symbol of Ohio. Dan’s testimony and
the work of four Westerville school students were
instrumental in its passage.
If you are interested in seeing preserved and restored barns in the Ohio rural landscape, you may
want to check out the Friends of Ohio Barns website www.friendsofohiobarns.org. This is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to promote
awareness of the significance of Ohio’s historic
barns.

On May10,
Dr. Ronald
St. Pierre,
Associate
V P and
Professor
Emeritus,
The Ohio
State University,
Rev. Rankin Portrayed by Dr. Ron St. Pierre
portrayed
the Reverend John Rankin, pastor of the Free
Presbyterian church of Ripley, Ohio, who took us
back in time to 1851. We attended a lecture by
Rev. Rankin sponsored by the Ohio Anti-Slavery
Society. Rev. Rankin shared his views on slavery
and some of his experiences in the anti-slavery
movement, and the underground railroad. It was
an interesting and lively lecture.
If you are interested in viewing our past recorded
programs, they are available on our website, powellhistory.org in the video library.

 Linda Miller

Storm Window Project Funded by a Delaware County Foundation Grant
As reported previously, our 2020 Grant Proposal to
the Delaware County Foundation to add storm windows to the Martin-Perry House was approved and
funded from the Jack and Jane Van Fossen Fund.
This grant, along with donations from our membership designated for Martin-Perry House maintenance,
covered the cost of purchasing and installing storm
windows on the house.
The Martin-Perry House has 23 double hung, single
pane, windows original to the house and dating to
1889. The windows show their age and continue to
deteriorate. As an alternative to replacement, a very
expensive proposition, The Delaware County Foundation grant and other contributions enabled adding
unobtrusive energy efficient storm windows with
built in UV protection over the original double hung
windows. The storms will protect the windows from

the elements and slow additional deterioration. The storms
are unobtrusive and some have said actually improve the appearance of the windows.
Looking forward, Both sets of kitchen porches and steps will
be repaired and painted by Teyton Halker as part of his Eagle
Scout project. The house will be commercially painted this
summer from our maintenance funds provided through member donations.
We are most grateful for the grants and the generous donations from the membership that have funded these important
maintenance projects. As has been said before, the list of
maintenance needs for a 132-year-old structure never gets
shorter and it is only through the support of the Delaware
County Foundation and its donors and our members that we
can continue to maintain the property.
 Allen Miller, Treasurer

DONATIONS

Fall Clean-up

We are very grateful for the following:
Ron Headee—Five photos of Albert Martin’s
brother and sisters
Marilyn Battin—A tin of gramophone needles,
circa 1920s

MEMBERSHIPS &
MONETARY DONATIONS
Family Memberships—Alice & Charles Andrews
Individual Memberships—David Luckhaupt;
Shayne Pendleton; Hallie Heath
Life Memberships—Greg Russell; Marilyn Battin
Donations—Jill King (Donor Advised, Delaware Co.
Foundation) $2000 for General Fund; David Luckhaupt $25 for General Fund in memory of Jean Luckhaupt; Greg Russell $750 for General Fund

NEW EDUCATIONAL VIDEO
With the ever-increasing emphasis on diversity,
inclusion and equity, the Olentangy schools have
decided to rethink the popular and long standing
“Pioneer Day” activities for third graders. Both
last year and this year’s Pioneer Day activities
were canceled as a result of the Pandemic. The
Powell-Liberty Historical Society has long been
invited to participate in these most enjoyable activities, so it was with much sadness that we learned
of curriculum changes to come.
Two of the schools still invited us to provide a
presentation concerning early schooling. The result was a video produced by Allen Miller and presented by Sherry Carmichael titled, “The History
of Early Schools.” This video was filmed in the
old Liberty Presbyterian Church, where Sherry had
for years presented pioneer schooling during Pioneer Days. Because of the changes being considered, we did not limit the information to the pioneer era, but added more information than previously offered.

Colleagues of the Late Jo Cornish Gerwig

Spring Garden Cleanup at the MartinPerry House
For the fourth year, volunteers from the Farmers
Insurance Co. and members of the Powell Area
Garden Club joined together to spruce up the Martin-Perry Homestead grounds and gardens. The
Farmers employees perform this service in
memory of Jo Cornish-Gerwig who was a colleague at Farmers and a longtime active member
of both the Powell Liberty Historical Society and
the Powell Area Garden Club.
Ten willing and eager volunteers raked, weeded,
edged and spread mulch to make the house look
nice for the summer season. Their dedication to a
cause that was so near and dear to Jo’s heart is
greatly appreciated. Jo’s memory lives on.

In this format, the video can be accessed virtually at
any time to fit the teacher’s schedule. The video
was also added to the Delaware County Historical
Society’s Educational link for county wide access.
You, too, can “tune in” at your leisure should you
want to view it, by choosing the video tab on our
website at powellhistory.org. Virtual programming
is one challenge that we have met during this pandemic year!

 Sherry Carmichael

1946 School Bus Trip
Latest Facebook Post
In order to keep local history available to the public during
the pandemic, Carole Wilhelm and I have been posting an
interesting photo with background information from our
collection to the Powell Liberty Historical Society’s Facebook
page. For those of you who are not on Facebook, here is a
recent post.

Seventy-five years ago, 34 students from Powell
High School set out in a Liberty Township school
bus on the school’s Annual Educational Tour, led
by longtime teacher Miss Marian Tossey, assisted
by music teacher Esther Cherrington and bus driver Jim Brown. These tours had been suspended
during the war years and had just resumed. Any
high school student could take the trip, and all 10
members of the senior class signed up for the 13day trip East.
The first stops were a battlefield re-enactment at
Gettysburg, a visit to Valley Forge, and many historical sites after reaching Philadelphia. In New
York City, the students rode the subway, ate in an
automat, and ascended the Empire State Building
and the Statue of Liberty. They were reluctant to
leave the amazing Planetarium and Museum of

BOARD & VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT
The Powell-Liberty Historical Society would definitely have to lock the doors and cease to exist if it
were not for its faithful volunteers. In this newsletter, we would like to highlight Allen & Linda Miller. Since joining the society, Allen has begun wearing many hats. Today, he serves on the Board with
the very important and time-consuming position of
Treasurer. However, he spends many more hours
using his computer and camera skills videotaping,
editing, and uploading programs to our website. As
a handyman, he has done a multitude of house jobs
from hanging lights to hanging doors, to our newest
project of hanging storm windows. Allen is a re-

Natural History. At night the students saw a stage
show and their first radio broadcast.
Hyde Park was the next stop on the way to Boston,
where they saw Bunker Hill and Lexington, Harvard
University, and a view of the Atlantic Ocean. The
following day featured a drive into scenic New
Hampshire, Maine, and Vermont. Arriving in Amsterdam, New York, where this photo appeared in the
local paper, the students had to rely on the town’s
hospitality and sleep in the local Armory, as the
groups’ hotel reservations were lost. The return to
Powell was by way of the Canadian side of Niagara
Falls, just so students could say they had visited another country. The Class of 1946 has held many reunions since, and classmates have recorded this trip
as the highlight of their school days in Powell.

 Marilyn Battin

tired professor of Industrial and Systems Engineering at The Ohio State University.
But he does not do these things without the blessing, and many times help, of his wonderful wife,
Linda. Linda is the society’s program chair and
works diligently to ferret out interesting speakers
for our monthly meetings. She is a willing helper
at any task and adds so much to the society’s success. Linda retired from the nursing profession.
They have lived in Powell for 26 years, having
both grown up in New York State, close to the area from which the first pioneers to Liberty Township had come. Many, many thanks. OUR hats are
off to you!

 Sherry Carmichael

Historical Markers
Richard Converse is a man with an intense desire to make
history available to all. At retirement, he was able to explore
family and Delaware County history, spending countless
hours doing research and meeting requirements to successfully obtain three Ohio Historical Markers. Working largely
from Florida, but with roots and occasional visits here, this
was “unprecedented” for a non-Ohio resident.
In 2003, Converse made contact with the Powell Liberty
Historical Society and Judith Brozek, local historian and
preservationist. With a lifelong interest in the Olentangy
River Valley, she shared her considerable knowledge. For
the next several years, Dick devoted his life to searching
local history, genealogies, maps, deeds, etc.
The first marker in 2003 recognized Anson Williams and
The Village of Williamsville as well as James Kilbourne
and The Columbus and Sandusky Turnpike. Converse was a
Williams’ descendent. Anson and other family members are
buried in the Williamsville Cemetery, a mile south of East
Orange Road on the east side of U.S. 23. The village was
laid out in 1836 and no longer exists. Kilbourne, as a surveyor, was responsible for laying out towns from Delaware
County to Lake Erie. The marker is located at the entrance
to Kingwood Memorial Park on U.S. 23.
In 2004, another marker also had two subjects: The Olentangy River Road appears on one side and The Union Land
Company and The Case Family appear on the other side. It
was erected at Highbanks Metro Park in the Big Meadows
Picnic Area. After Delaware County was established in
1808, commissioners ordered a road to be built on the west
side of the Whetstone River (renamed the Olentangy River
because of an error in understanding its Native American
name.) By the mid-1800s, five members of the Case family
owned over 1,000 acres of U.S. Military District Land
which they purchased for $2 per acre from the Union Land
Company organized by James Kilbourne.
A Revolutionary War Grave marker to honor Seth Case was
placed at the Liberty Church Cemetery in 2005. Seth Case,
who was the fourth great-grandfather of Dick Converse, was
born in Simsbury, Connecticut, and came to Ohio in 1810.
This is a marble stone from the Department of Veterans
Affairs.
In 2007, a third Ohio Historical marker commemorating
Nathan Carpenter and Liberty Presbyterian Church was

erected on the
church property at Home
Road and
Ohio 315.
Upon learning
of the many
Case families
who attended
the church,
Converse developed an
interest in
obtaining a
marker for the
church, built
in 1820. It
was significant to include Nathan
Carpenter on
this marker
since he is rec- Eleanor Hawk, Richard Converse and Marge
ognized as the Bennett in 2003. Hawk and Converse discovered
that Seth Case, born in 1749, was a common anfirst colonial
settler to arrive
in 1801. Advance man Avery Powers came a year earlier to
select the best land for the new settlement, which was
along the east side of the Olentangy River, just a short distance north, at what is now Marycrest Farm, the property of
Greif Inc.
Having added to the history of our area, Converse then
helped obtain an historic marker for the oldest church in his
home town in Fort Mill, South Carolina.
In 2018, Converse published “Reminiscences: A Connecticut Family in the Civil War.” While conducting research
for Seth Case’s grave marker, he became interested in
learning about brothers Oliver, Alonzo, and Ariel Case.
The book contains personal first-hand stories, letters, diaries, photos, maps, and more.
You can easily make a personal visit to the markers and
also investigate other historic markers wherever you may
travel by using the Historical Marker Database HMdb.org,
created by local resident J. J. Prats. These are “Bite-Size
Bits of Local, National, and Global History.”
 Carole Wilhelm

ODOT NEWS
It is with much pleasure that we report that ODOT has considered the historical significance of the area at
the junction of Ohio 315 and Jewett Road, which has been a traffic concern for several years. It has been
decided to add a traffic light and turn lane rather than a roundabout. This decision will save an 1838 barn
and trees and landscaping on property to the south of Jewett Road. We thank Judy Brozek and other members of the society for their research, time, and involvement in this process of preservation. This is an example of “Your Local Historical Society at Work.”

 Sherry Carmichael

Join, Renew, or Donate
Date ________________________________________________________________________________
Name _______________________________________________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________________ Mobile Phone _________________________________
Membership Dues:
$25 Individual Annual

$35 Family Annual

$250 Individual Lifetime

$50 Business

$_________

$350 Family Lifetime

$_________

Donation:
Intended Use:
Unrestricted General Fund

`

$_________

Martin-Perry House Maintenance

$_________

Programs and Speakers

$_________

Other (please specify) _____________________________

$_________

Dedication:

In Memory of: ___________________________________________________
In Recognition of: _________________________________________________
In Honor of: ______________________________________________________
Total Enclosed

$__________

Mail the completed form with your check to:
Powell Liberty Historical Society  P.O. Box 385  103 E. Olentangy St.  Powell, Ohio 43065-0385

Thank You!!!
PLHS is an all-volunteer, IRS recognized, 501(C)(3) non-profit organization and your generous contributions are tax
deductible. The society receives no government funding and appreciates all donations and support.

