SUMMER 2020
Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, all of the 2020 Spring programs were cancelled and will be
rescheduled.
We are hopeful that we can have the yearly walking tour of downtown Powell on July 13 and
August 10, and perhaps our scheduled programs for September and October. As always, you
will be notified. Check the website, powellhistory.org, for updates.
Other options for presenting our programs are being explored.

Tentatively Scheduled Upcoming Programs
July 14

Walking tour of downtown Powell led by Sherry Carmichael

August 10

Walking tour of downtown Powell led by Sherry Carmichael

Sept. 10, 11

Encampment—For the third year in a row, R.J. Basista, professional reenactor, will
set up an encampment on the Martin Perry House lawn. R.J. will be on the grounds
on Friday evening for campfire activities, and on Saturday for a whole day of exploring our past from the Revolutionary War into the Ohio frontier and beyond.
Included will be something for all ages—information, demonstrations, and hands-on
activities. Stop by on Friday evening for sharing around a campfire and anytime on
Saturday to join in the fun.

October 12

Vintage book series—Linda Foster will give us the story behind some of the vintage book series such as Nancy Drew and Hardy Boys. Take a trip down a literary
memory lane and learn about these teen super sleuths.

See page 3 for genealogy searches in the Powell
Cemetery and page 4 for an adventure in the
Radnor Cemetery.

Delaware County Foundation Grants Update
As reported in the Spring Newsletter, the Powell Liberty Historical Society is the recipient of two grants administered by the Delaware County Foundation. The
grants are funded by the Sabatino Family Fund and the
Jack and Jane Van Fossen Fund. The grants, along with
the donations from the membership, are being used for
painting the roof, replacing the kitchen doors, and replacing the rusted gutters of the Martin Perry House.

The COVID-19 pandemic and stay-at-home order has somewhat delayed our progress, but I am happy to report that the
roofs of the house, coal shed, and outhouse have been painted and look great (see pictures). The rust spots are now protected, and the algae that was present on the shady locations
is gone. All in all, a great improvement. Notice the improvement the next time you pass by East Olentangy Street.
The kitchen doors have been ordered and delivery is expected within days of this writing, probably before you receive this newsletter. Installation will occur as soon as they
are received.
The gutter replacement is lagging the other tasks, but quotes
are being obtained and the work should be underway soon.
Functioning gutters will be a significant step toward preventing deterioration of the trim and siding.
We are most grateful for the grants and the generous donations from the membership that have funded these important
maintenance projects. As has been said before, the list of
maintenance needs for a 131-year-old structure never gets
shorter, and it is only through the support of the Delaware
County Foundation and its donors and our members that we
can continue to maintain the property.
The Powell Liberty Historical Society has no paid staff and
is 100% operated and maintained by volunteers. We receive
no local, state, or federal government funding. I hope that we
can count on your continued support – we depend on it.
You can be sure that your donations are appreciated and
100% of every contribution will be used to support the society in accordance with your wishes.
 Allen Miller, Treasurer

DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS
We are very grateful for the following:
From Jean Canfield Kirkham Estate, by daughter
Julie Kirkham & Granddaughter Alyssa McIntire—five dolls, including two large German-made
dolls, a cloth body doll, and one with a badge on dress
reading “Signs of the Times Retail Hardware Assn –
Mrs. J.E. Sharp, Powell Ohio Member”; four pair children’s button shoes; books, including “In Ohio Woods
& Fields, The State of Ohio, A History of Ohio, and
Songs of the Pioneers; ink blotter advertisement with
1946 calendar, picture of race horse champion, War
Horse and WELD Ohio’s first FM radio station;

Also—1989 Charter of Village of Powell, Ohio and
Powell map prior to 2006; two personal letters with
Revolutionary War veteran information and Sharp
Family genealogy information; programs from 1960
era Olentangy High School commencement, Christmas
concert & Senior Class play; programs from 1940 Powell High School Basketball Tournament Schedule and
Operetta;
And—1939-40 Powell High School student written
“The Powell Honey-Bee” & “The Pow-Wow”; Powell
United Methodist Church papers for 150 year celebration & Heritage Day, which includes much early history information, a church directory and a wooden ink
block with image of the church on West Olentangy
Street; newspaper clippings dated 1922, O’Shaughnessy Dam, and 1945, F.D. Roosevelt’s death; two lace
doilies and one lace drawstring purse; a Victorian lace
dress; assorted photos
Marge Bennett—three boxes of early waxed & plastic
sandwich bags
Sherry Carmichael—Wire doll baby bed with ticked
mattress
Glenn & Catherine Bengson—Sterling silver tea set
which had been on loan since 1997

Donations
Family Memberships—Linda & Robert Lakemacher; Megan Dowdell & Janet Wartman
Individual Memberships—Rebecca Reuwee

Donations—Megan Dowdell & Janet Wartman
$15 in memory of Dr. Harry Riggs

Family History Queries
In March, we received two email requests for information
about ancestors buried in the Powell Cemetery. Because
our volunteer staff was not going to the Martin Perry
House during the CoVid-19 crisis, I answered the requests
remotely, using online genealogy sites.
The City of Powell forwarded an email from Jon Rundels
of Lexington, Michigan, whose ancestor Samantha Carroll, born in Dayton in 1845, married Powell farmer Francis Kibbey, and died in 1933. Mr. Rundels’ real question
was finding more information about Samantha Carroll’s
father, Charles, hoping he was the Charles Carroll who
signed the Declaration of Independence. From the 1850
Census records, I determined that he wasn’t, as this
Charles wasn't born until 1815. Charles never came to live
with his daughter Samantha and her husband Francis, as
did his wife Sarah, as shown in the 1870 Census of Liberty Township. In researching this query, I found more information to add to our Kibby/Kibbey Surname File.
There are at least six other family members buried in the
Powell Cemetery. In the 1920’s, there was a boarding
house on South Liberty Street called the Kibbey House
offering livery service to the interurban line, which ran
along Route 23 north to Delaware and south to Columbus.
The second request came from John Snouffer, Marge Bennett’s cousin, asking if Sophronia Andrews was buried
with her parents, Lyman and Percy, in the Powell Cemetery. This was not a simple question to answer, as I found
out there were two Sophronias. The first Sophronia was
less than 2 years old when she died in 1821. Her parents
were buried in 1868 and 1879 respectively. The oldest
burial on record in the Powell Cemetery is that of Joseph
Gardner in 1834.
I doubt if the exact location of Sophronia’s grave can be
determined now since she died almost 200 years ago, and
many markers have sunken underground. FindaGrave lists
her as buried in the Powell Cemetery, but that is probably
an assumption. Perhaps she was buried on the family farm
as was common before the existence of actual cemeteries.
I plan to research the history of the Powell Cemetery, using resources we have at the Martin Perry House when we
can return to volunteering there. I am hoping to find the
original owners of the land on North Liberty where the
Cemetery now sits. By the way, the second Andrews
child named Sophronia was born in 1826, married lawyer
Jones C. Reed in 1848, and moved with him to Marion
County, Iowa, where she died in 1904.
 Marilyn Battin

2020 Summer Adventures
Approaching summer this year is obviously

diﬀerent, but there are places to enjoy close to
home that you might even consider an adventure.
Tradition, quiet beauty, short “road trips,” and
definitely history.

This Memorial
Day we traveled north to
the

Welsh

community of
Radnor

and

spent time in
the cemetery,

reading gravestones, leaving poppies on a World
War II veteran’s grave, and having a simple picnic
under the trees. In the later years of the 19th century, it was customary to have picnics in cemeteries

because there weren’t parks as we know them today.
Pictured here is the Lych Gate at the entrance to
the Radnor Cemetery, built in 1910. The Ohio His-

torical Marker beside it indicates the left side was
for the horse-drawn hearse and the smaller right
side, for the mourners as they awaited the arrival
of the clergyman. Openings on either side provide

a view of the cemetery’s hillsides.
There are numerous cemeteries in Delaware
County. Ostrander, in Scioto Township has four,
and it is a reasonable drive from Powell and Hyatts. Visit their website to see the locations. Perhaps this July 4th you might do as we did. There
is plenty of social distancing and fresh air.
If you haven’t taken the opportunity to view

HMdb.org, the Historical Marker Database, by doing so, you will find endless places to discover.
Creator Jose Prats, a Powell resident, provides
maps, commentary, and links to more information
featuring roadside monuments, markers, and
plaques. He gave an informative program to the Society last year. You will be amazed at the depth of
his website. Whether a real or virtual visit, you will
receive adventures beyond 2020.


Carole Wilhelm

LIVING HISTORY DURING COVID
-19 WORLD PANDEMIC
At Powell-Liberty Historical Society, it is our purpose to

PROGRAMMING DURING
COVID-19

preserve and share local history. As students in school,

Covid-19 Creativity could be a title for the question,

we studied Ohio History, American History and World

“How do we keep offering history programming during

History—sometimes only half- heartedly! We realize

this period of quarantine?” Many societies have turned

that every yesterday, last week, and last year becomes

to social media and the internet. At Powell-Liberty His-

history, but some events are destined to make lasting

torical Society, we have begun to post photos from our

impressions which will capture the attention of genera-

collection, with a short history, once a week on Powell-

tions to come. Our current Covid-19 world pandemic is

Liberty Society’s Facebook page, Delaware Ohio His-

just such an event. We are living history “in the making”

tory and Memories Facebook page and through the

that generations to come will want to know all about.

local Powell News Facebook page. Thanks to Kim

Now is the time to record our stories, and that is the pur-

Seats, Carole Wilhelm, Marilyn Battin, and Linda Miller

pose of the Covid-19 Project.

for keeping our local history visible in this way. Also,

Delaware County Historical Society, in cooperation with
Delaware County District Libraries, Ashley’s Wornstaff

Library, Your Community Library in Sunbury, and the
Delaware County History Network, is asking you for
participation in recording your Covid-19 experiences.
We are collecting written stories, journals, letters, photographs and drawings, audio recordings and videos (less
than 5 minutes, please), and objects. There is no age
limit or expiration date. A central collection site has
been set up, with suggestion helps and a submission
form. The link is htpps://delawareohiohistory.org/

capturing-current-history-delaware-county-covid-19/or

through the efforts of Allen Miller, visitors to our website powellhistory.org can view videos of several past
programs, interviews, and life in Powell 60 or 70 years
ago. A small but growing collection of oral histories is
also available. Select the “Photos and Videos” tab to see
the up to date set of videos that are available. The “Past
Programs” link found under the “Program” tab brings up

a list of all programs and events for the past several
years. Descriptions, videos, presentation slides, and photographs of each program can be found, when available,
using the link provided. We encourage you to check out
our website.

email COVID-19@DelawareOhioHistory.org for more

 Sherry Carmichael

information. This is your chance to be recorded in tomorrow’s history books!

2020-2021 Dues
Dues for the 2020 fiscal year are due June 30, 2020. To ensure that your dues and contributions are properly
credited, please complete the membership form included with this newsletter and forward the form with your
check to PO Box 385, Powell, OH 43065. The COVID-19 pandemic has been a challenge for us all, and the
society is no exception. Your support is still very much needed and appreciated in this difficult period.
A special thanks to all who have already renewed for the coming year and to those who have so generously
contributed to the Society. Your support in all forms is much appreciated.
PLHS is a 501(c)(3) organization, and your dues and contributions are tax deductible.

Join, Renew, or Donate
Date ________________________________________________________________________________
Name _______________________________________________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________________ Mobile Phone _________________________________
Membership Dues:
$25 Individual Annual

$35 Family Annual

$250 Individual Lifetime

$50 Business

$_________

$350 Family Lifetime

$_________

Donation:
Intended Use:
Unrestricted General Fund

`

$_________

Martin-Perry House Maintenance

$_________

Programs and Speakers

$_________

Other (please specify) _____________________________

$_________

Dedication:
In Memory of: ___________________________________________________
In Recognition of: _________________________________________________
In Honor of: ______________________________________________________

Total Enclosed

$__________

Mail the completed form with your check to:
Powell Liberty Historical Society  P.O. Box 385  103 E. Olentangy St.  Powell, Ohio 43065-0385

Thank You!!!
PLHS is an all-volunteer, IRS recognized, 501(C)(3) non-profit organization and your generous contributions are tax deductible.
The society receives no government funding and appreciates all donations and support.

