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~s ptamber 6, 1958 

1
: c::. .G-oOrfE: f'uglt, 
i:( annor,Ohi o . 
;Joa.r l.~rn . I'utr. :-

::.. havo your letto1· r1.:1lativt:1 to a },istory of trt: one-room scho0le of 
Dti 1 avrar<.:1 cciunty A.nd would be ,r-lo.d to g,i ve ycv a comprebena ive report of all 
tL . .1 on0-r0on; schools in the county, but aft er n. lapse of' over 'forty yeA.rs, 
an'i no ru c on ] s t:, o rafreah my IJ.H:imury, I f'e:J.r that my report mi ght be more 
fictiorn1l t} ,a.n historical. In 1014 wh on l ba ca~e County Superintorident there 
w0re 0n0-rooru schools in e very township. The nnly centralization in the 
counLy was o.t lJowell,in the southern part of' Liberty township. Thert::1 was a 
two-1·n on; s~J-,ool at, Not·ton and a three-r c, om scPool at V/arrensburgh,and of 
cour:J.;:J theru wero the villa.gt; schools at Sunbury,Galona,Oatrandcr,Radnor a.n11 
Bi::,Jlpo:i.nt. At thot time the rural districts were reluctant to jo"ln with tbe 
v il laf\u:1 F.u1d pr0f01-r0d to k s ep the one-room schools. After the County School 

) UAJ'waP r,n.R e Jd irj 1914 tl'1t:1r'6 was an at tom pt or. the part of' Statt:1 School Dept. to 
cruo.t ,J 'ln intarost in schools by having mu u t ings in all the school houses, 
ar.d the slogan was,"A light in evGry Schoolhouse" I was in Ashley at tre timt::1 
and I A.ttc:,nded some of' the meetings in the one-room school houses in Ox-ford 
townRhip,a1d I suggested that probably they coul4 have better schools if they 
wurEi to .1C'iL with the;; village,but tl1e sentimant □ aemud to be that they wonld 
not, ·:.1=1.11t tl:.e ir childrun to associate with tJ-,e ch1.ldr1Sn in the villa,1Z;e. It wa ri 
~ot quita as bad as int0gration is to day but on that order. 

\'.'hih, I was County Superintendent ,BerU.n, Orange ,Radnor ,Harlem and Browr1 
townsrips wera centralized,and cent1 ·aliz0d schools were established at Hyti.tt c. 
A··,,~ '. r f; r·urA.J district □ adjacent to the villages w_ald annexed to the villa~-.;s , 
s c ~l-~t most of the one-room schools were eliminated. There ware still some 
or:o-r ooill sd1u0le in the County as late aa ~925 and you probanly had them in 
Tr ornpsuri township. Annexations to villag.) schools we re 1.elaye~ in some · ca.see 
01 r,~ c0unt of road conditions anr'l the a.ttcndn.r1t ciiff'iculty in: transporting 
-:1 1 j 1 ·11 •vn ,a11n 1n Dalaware township where a eoon city hi pJ1 school was a.ccessir1 
th~y ~ ~ru not so int&restod in centralization. 

'. t . is a.Jwf1ys diffJcult to gat. pu opl e to cJ-,an ~e fr-om a.11y &stA.hlished 
• . . . ,. , ... B r- ,.:i q c-et1t l'Rli zo. t .ion c a rri-pA. i i]:r-18 ·n)Gr·G v;i=id alwayld t :L o pro ruid con witl~ 
f," 1i .:, : :, - l :1!,1r1t c ~,:.>G1·c u.sa J .-~n:..,buL tho rna. .1or•1.Ly rule~ i:t.rtd a.-rt f.H' it was 

1 ••• ·, 3' th,.H 'u waP- usi.:.u.11.Y tl. !'0~vncil1t'3i11 anrl thc:1 pclncipa.l objectiu1, 
w oo --ti\,-~ b~·d r.· CJA.chi (l.t1d a 1 ow hvrA 0 1.c·[l.wn t1·a.,s por tA. t iuc . 

Tl'\~r-t ar-e p1·ortt.l,J y a number of p laceA whur ti source rna.t er· ia.1 on the 
·E'.Si9.b-1 isfuo-rrrt ;_;f one-room achoo1o in Ohio could be 'foun<.l; poaaibly some· 
t i: f <.n ·rn1,H i ,,r, :_·.0 ul'1. ua foW1d i n county r0c orjs ,and the!· e is al wayk3 the publi c 
litn1r· i,-.,s ,wh ich hav i:: histories of' Ohio s ch0nle. It is rworarle that schoolFi 
wi:-r-~ e-§J:Abl i~ 't-,ed ~9 s oon a.ti ~b Grti Wdre dnouh-hl people, ii ., a corruuu11it;y t0 1.'0clli 
a. B".".'hnol and +:.ht:1 expons o· waa pa.id by the pt:iopla whoat::1 children attended. Ui 
rue'!"' c1 ·y so~~ back t o tho tlr:1t:; w!-:an .. _th0re1 was no township board of' t1duca.ti 0n , 
·tiu.L only a t ownshiJ, tax foe a.chool:J ,a.nd the t~acl1t:lr0 ~0t a.n order frcm the 
t0wnshlp ~ , ur1<. ,,.t1 1d c: a.s},ed it q_t the -county t (•t1ttaury. A township boo.rd o-r 
0~~c~t1on ~a" dAta.hlishbd in ~bout lPD~, ar~ 1~ mos t vn3es there war~ stil l 
F.l u·L - 1_\.J- '" · L ' ic- f'r · cr;- +.'h i;:, 0 1Jt.1 -rr1())J ac'b ools,hv t not ('tJQll.lre !1 ~y 1a. J, . F r• (')'l1" .. , ,,_,t , 
,_ 1 ~~~~1 ~tl4 wh,an one Cuun,ty School le.,.., wO.b i•at:rneu and t1. Count~ Eoa., ·d uf 
c,'1\.4.(;~LJ.611 -::L' .... ,A.t , ,d. Up 1inti 1 t.h iA t in16 a.11 r.10fii::lY for' sctiools WA.d r1t1 rived f1• 0111 

lccal tax.at 1on,a.nri in c1:1ntralizing a distr·ict wa attompted to gcit a tax 
r'lupllc :ito ..:,f P..t lsaot U .. r t:1 million in order to have anou~h mONu_'{ t,c, ru1i 
t o Ac,hool, but now the state~ ,1pi-,r0JJriates millions and allots 1 t to schools 
l"ir..1 th.s Fc:;ch,ral Govt. wan ts to help. The s putnick gave quit{j an impetus to 
a cl iool3. EVt:Jry thing now depvr1ds on educat~on,t3-ven our survival. 

~--- -·~ -



You hav v a. very good qu~stionna.ire and you can get it to the olde folks 
1n tllb townahipaespeciully the teachbra,r should think that they would have 
u lot of fun filling lt out. There must b 0 a lot of older ladies who can 
furnish the inforrnat i ,on. Thci.c0 D.ay bu a man occasionally, but you know the 
ladies llvt, on the average seven yeara longer tl~n men,and I have to aAe6ciate 
witl1 th0 womon for the moat part,b0cause something eeemR to happen to my old 
ruan A,cquainionanctt. How I wish that I had a. copy of my teachers and school 
liAt::; thn.t ·1fv1•8 available to eve'."'y body who vmuteri one. The name of' avery 
on'='-1·uoru school and ttia.char i:u avery township. They were in the f'ilee at the 
couLty office, once,but after :rorty yuars or more it woulri be verv unusual 
lo fi n t1 such a list. 

I am afraid that,. I can not be of much hc,lp to you,but I will k aep your 
addr'tji..is on file,and if I should find any thing that I think may be of help 
I will b~ glad to send it to you. 

Your-~ /,) 

· l/h~n..-

.,. 
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